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AFFIDAVIT 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA  ) 

)  SS 

COUiJTY  OF  HENNEPIN  ) 

Personally  appeared  beforo  me,  the  undersigned  authority  for 
administering  oaths  in  cases  of  this  character!  JOHN  H.  ALLEN,  1st  Lt, 

■uL/C,  C-890115,  formerly  of  Prcvisional  Tank  Group,  Hq,  USFIF,  who  having 
boon  road  A7.  24  and  hie  rights  thereunder  explained  to  him  and  bcir.3 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposoo  and  says: 

I  am  now  a  patient  at  Schick  General  Hospital  at  Clinton,  Iowa, 
presently  home  on  convalescent  leave  at  1640  Dayton  Avenue,  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota  recovering  from  amoebic  dysoutory  incurred  in  Bataan  prior 
to  capitulation.  After  completing  the  march'  from  Bataan  to  Camp  O'Don* 
noil,  coruaonly  known  as  tho  Meath  march",  I  v.us  shuttled  alone  with 
other  prisoners  to  various  Japanese  prison  comps  and  ultimately  arrived 
at  Camp  No,  17,  Anuta  Kyushu,  Japan. 

At  all  the  tL.xs  hereinafter  mentioned,  I  was  o  2nd  lieutenant  with 
the  Provisional  Tank  Group,  Ilq,  U£FIP.  Vy  prorotion  to  1st  Lieutenant 
cemo  in  August  1945* 

While  at  Cscp  Mo.  17,  Anuta  Kyushu,  in  August  of  1943*  I  became 
acquainted  with  Private  Noah  C.  Heard.  At  the  time  of  my  first  associa¬ 
tion  with  Pvt  Heard,  he  complained  to  me  of  dizzy  spell3.  He  told  me 
his  head  hurt  end  lie  would  v/ake  up  at  night  and  find  himself  walking 
around  toward  the  goto  end  he  didn't  know  how  he  had  gotten  there.  He 
told  mo  ho  was  afraid  he  would  get  in  trouble  with  the  guards.  He  also 
complained  of  being  very  despondent  and  at  times  I  have  seen  him  cry 
like  a  baby.  I  tried  to  help  him  by  talking  to  him  and  by  being  friendly 
with  him. 

In  about  April  1944*  Pvt  Heard  was  put  in  tho  Japanese  Guardhouse,  J 

0 enp  17 *  accused  of  theft.  I  would  say  he  was  in  tho  guardhouse  for  *'*  h,‘ 
about  seven  to  ten  doys  and  then  releaned.  He,  with  others,  was  brought  | 
before  the  personnel  of  tho  camp,  both  Americans  and  Japaneso;  $nd  at  , 
that  timo,  he  and  the  others  were  knocked  down  by  tho  Japc/iegc .  'TBd  “ 
Jwllowing  American  officers  witnessed  Pvt  Heard's  bcing""kn:&cd  down  on 
this  occassion:  Major  John  R.  lirnrou,  Captain  Achilles  C.  Tisdcll,  Navy 
It.  Edvard  N.  Little,  2nd  It  Owen  W.  Romr-ipc,  Pnd  Lt  Tcul  T.  Christie  and 
2nd  Lt  Robert  M.  Porkinc,  Tho  following  Japanese  were  present  :  Camp 
Cormonder,  2nd  Lt  Ken  Yuri;  Interpreter,  Oyi;  Sgt  Major  Morataki,  non¬ 
commissioned  officer  named  Fukuda;  Japai;oec  Doctor  Murco ;  a  mine  inter¬ 
preter  who  enid  ho  was  formerly  of  Riverside,  California,  whose  nr  me  wee 
Yainochi;  c  medical  corpsrcn  named  Tsuji  Chugi.  There  v;crc  other 


Fage  ono,  /a/  John  H. 


Allen  let. 
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tS  1?  3l*rrclc  prcscnt  ;;h0Ge  nercs  I  do  not  know.  it  Ken  Yuri  ordered 
;fdiccl  corpsrxn  Teuji  or  Chugi  to  knock  the  Arxricenc  down 

hi  flatrrrr  nnr.cd  Tsuji  or  Chugi  proceeded  to  knock  then  dov.n  vith 
bceidesFvt  thoy,stoPd  Gt  ^tention.  I  recoil  that  one  of  the  others, 
T^r^V^*  Hec*d'  r;ho  wer  locked  down  on  that  occasion  was  Private 
Lonnie  Pet  nn.  I  also  recrll  seeing  Lt  Ken  Yuri  himself  perconrlly 
-triko  another  one  of  our  prisoners  whose  ncj.x  I  do  not  know.  7 

Cyi,Tthc  Japanese  interpreter,  nude  a  statement' to  “  ~ 

these  men,  wnich,  as  I  remenber  it,  was  ‘Will  y-u  now  promise  not  to 
bleak  any  more  of  t.ie  camp  regule t ions? ■  The  men  then  all  agreed  not 
to,  whereupon,  they  were  released  to  return  to  their  camp  duties. 

nrcurtTnl  P  ^  1%hl  Heard  Was  036111  placfcd  in  the  Guardhouse  and 

at  ^ie  eri  of°t^  °0nteon  whioh  WQS  8et  «P  for  the  Americans 

l  ‘'V  ,°f  bf'rackfl  building.  rn  or  about  the  night  of  31  »  ay 

Vhich  L "!*  aw^n^  a3,were  the  foIBwins  officers  in  Barracks' f\ ,  in  '  ' 
m  T.  r,  h°US0d:  fa*10r  John  R,  Mamrous ,  Captain  Achilles  C.  Tisdell, 

an72nd  U^bit  ^  E  °™  *'  *ca»lne*  2ad  11  ^ul  T.  Christie 

a  2nd  Lt  Robert  M,  Perkins.  tYfo  were  escorted  enmasse  by' the  Jaanese 

Tho2aS1fe2lJ?tfr0?t  °f  t:iT  Camp  CWurdhouB®.  Shortly  afterwards,  Captain 

ITTc  ho!n  III  Q  1St  Lt,Pr0ff’  Amfcri^‘n  ca”p  doctors,  who  hid  been 
at  the  hospital  in  camp,  joined  us.  jl  would  say’lf  was  about  11:  OCT. tf. 


i 


Fvt  .,^uh  C.  Heard  was  sitting  in  the  doorway  of  the  ruardhousc 

i"5lUdl"t;  **  Lt  S*»  Yuri,  Camp  toLandcr;  later- 
preter,  Oyi ,  and  a  Japanese  non-commissioned  officer  by  the  name  of  Fukndn 
Fukuda  apparently  bs  in  charge  of  the  guards  on  duty  at  thuH^. 

About  twenty  minutes  later,  the  Japanese  doctor  rurao  arrived  with 
other  Jepanoao  personnel  of  the  camp  whose  nnr.s  1  do  ^  know  At  tjis 
U*.  another  Japanese  Sergeant,  chose  nar*.  1  do  not  kno*.  but  nho  v.as 
not  Fukuda,  was  consulting  a  book  vhich  had  been  brought  over  by  Sergeant 

f£cn  3°TaI*so  Hc#,d(luerters .  and  this  .•Srgeent  cas  p  n  t 
out  to  the  oomp  Confahdcr,  Lt.Ynri,  ertnin  passages  or  pages  !n  flo 
book,  the  contents  of  which  I  do  not  know. 

nf>  Nca»  C*  HTd  'fS  dreseed  only  in  Q  dirty  tee  shirt"end  a  poi7 
of  shorts*  He  wts  barefoot.  ^ 

n  .  tfter  *  !hurt  c^^encc  themselves,  the  Japanese  interpreter, 

to  V !!Jw!  thG  rest  of  the  Croup  conferring,  and  announced^ 

the  following  in  effect,  -Pvt  Heard  was  in  the  guardhouse  ' 
ior  stealing.  He  broke  out  of  the  guardhouse  and  now  has  broken  into  the 
Japanese  warehouse  and  also  into  the  Japanese  kitchen  and  stolen  these 
urticlcs  you  see  b’efore  you."  I  sow  assorted  Ted ^Cross'  food' articles,  * 
a  Japanese  soldier's  cap.'a  To ir  of  glasses  and  a  wrist  watch.  The  inter¬ 
preter,  Oyi,  went  on  seyingj  -This  man  hud  already  promised  b^forc^li  of  ~T 
you  and  the  staff  of  the  camp  thet  he  would  not  break  any  more  regulations.  [ 

Pa^e  two ,  /s/  John  K.  Allen  1st,  Lt. 
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Ho  has  broken  out  of  the  prison  guardhouse.  He  has  not  only  stolen  from  . 
us,  but  also  has  stolen  the  food  from  your  personal  peckages  that  you 
had  stored  in  the  canteen*  He  is  no  good.  V'e  have  founcPEKTs  Vox  of 
food  outside  the  gate,  under  which  gate  he  could  have  crawled.  The 
fact  that  he  was  in  posses:  ion  of  those  Japanoso  articles  (cop,  glasses, 
and  wrist  v.atoh'),  at  the  time  of  his  capture  in  the  latrine  of  one  of 
your  barracks,  makes  it  obvious  that  he  had  intended  to  escape ,  haviiyj 
first  pushed  the  food  from  under  the  gate;  then  apparently  becoming 
frightened,  he  had  returned  to  the  barracks  to  hide  and  later  accomplish 
his  escape."  Luring  this  time,  Pvt  Noah  C.  Heal'd  never  once  spoke  a 
word  but  looked  about  himself  in  a  dc-zed  bewildered  fashion.  His  body 
showed  signs  of  having  been  beuten.  He  was  bruised  and  swollen  about  his 
face. 

Then  the  Camp  Commander,  It  Ken  Yuri,  removed  his  caber  from  his 
scabbard  and  run  his  thumb  along  the  sharp  edge  as  he  scrutinized  pvt 
Heard  who  ar pearud  to  be  oblivious  to  the  surroundings,  It  Yuri  then  * 
returned  the  sab«r  to  the  scabburd.  It  Yuri  then  pushed  Fvt  Heard's 
!iead  back  with  the  tip  of  the  scabbard  pressing  against  Heard's  fore¬ 
head  apparently  in  an  effort  to  make  Heard  look  at  him;  but  Heard  did 
not  seen  to  know  what  v/as  going  on  around  him.  It  Yuri  then  said  some¬ 
thing  in  Japanoso  and  as  a  result,  one  of  the  guard:  removed  a  stick  of 
gum  from  a  Rea  Cross  package,  removed  the  ’..Tapping  and  stuck  it  in  Pvt 
Heard's  mouth.  When  the  gum  was  thrust  in  his  mouth,  Pvt  Heard  Just 
mechanically  chewed  on  it. 

Lt  Kor.  Yuri,  Sgt  Mujor  Korutaki  and  Interpreter  Oyi  and  the  other 
non-commissioned  officers  once  more  conferred  for  a  short  period  er.d 
then  Interpreter  Oyi  told  us  that  we  would  have  to  witness  the  execu¬ 
tion  and  told  us  to  proceed  behind  the  guardhouse  where  it  would  be  con¬ 
ducted.  At  this  time  a  guard  assisted  Fvt  Noah  C.  Heard  to  his  feet 
and  proceeded  to  lead  him,  accompanied  by  other  Japanese,  to  the  rear  of 
the  guardhouse.  I  was  able  to  observe  that  Pvt  Heard  staggered  as  a  dazed 
man  would.  Upon  arriving  behind  the  guardhouse,  the  guard  lead  him  and 
through  gestures,  tried  to  make  Heard  kneel.  Pvt  Heard  resisted  these 
attempts  and  thin  become  obvious  to  the  Cuinp  Commander,  Lt  Yuri,  who 
then  said  something  in  Japunoee  and  the  guard  allowed  Tvt  Noeh  Heard 
to  sit  on  tho  ground  instead.  At  that  time,  Fvt  Heard  brushed  away 
cinders  from  in  front  of  him  end  a  Japanese  guard  seeing  him  d^  this, 
jammed  his  heel  on  the  back  of  Heard's  hand  with  such  force  thut  I 
could  hear  a  crunch. 

At  this  time,  the  Japanese  Interpreter  Oyi  came  to  where  wo  offi¬ 
cers  were  lined  up  end  said  words  to  this  effect,  "V/e'vc  changed  our 
minds.  You  must  go  back  to  ycur  barracks — go  now -hurry  up".  Ve  all 
started  back  toward  our  barracks;  but  2nd  Lt  Paul  T.  Christie,  2nd  Lt 
Cven  '.7.  Romaine  and  I  neperated  ourselves  from  the  remainder  of  the 
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group  and  clipped  into  an  erpty  building  from  which  we  could  see.  through 
a  window,  the  scene  which  vt  had  juft  left.  I  would  cay  we  viewed  the 
eccno  from  a  distance  not  greeter  than  tv.enty-five  feet.  There  were_  _ 
lights  on  the  fence  which  very  clearly  illuminated  the  scene.  fTie  lights 
\.erc  very  bright  and  we  could  see  everything  very  clearly.  J  could  also 
hear  very  clearly  what  was  said  even  though  I  could  not  always  understand 


From  the  window,  I  saw  that  a  semi-circle  of  guards  had  formed  behind  j 
Pvt  iieard.  At  a  conrand  from  It  Ken  Yuri,  one  of  the  guards  came  forward 
and  bayoneted  Heard  in  approximately  the  middle  of  his  beck.  I  do  not 
know  this  guard's  name.  Pvt  Heard  grunted  end  fell  forward  from  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  onrushing  guard  and  began  to  retch  end  twitch,  making  gesticu¬ 
lations  similar  to  those  of  a  brute  that  has  been  mortally  wounded.  These 
gesticulations  caused  him  to  roll  on  his  beck  with  hie  right  side  exposed 
to  the  semi-circle  of  guards.  Upon  the  return  of  the  first  guard  to  the 
semi-circle,  on  the  comwand  of  Lt  Kon  Yuri,  c  second  guard  went  forward 
end  plunged  his  bayonet  into  the  exposed  ri^ht  fide  of  Heard's  abdomen. 

I  do  not  know  the  name  of  this  ^uerd  either.  The  guard  withdrew  rnd  the 
Japanese  doctor  I.urao,  Lt  Ken  Yuri,  5_;t  I-'ojor  Noratcki,  Interpreter  Oyi  end 
some  of  the  guards  went  up  to  examine  Heard's  body.  By  this  time,  Hoard's 
actions  were  no  longer  violent;  however,  a  slight  spasmodic  twitch  could 
be  noticed  in  his  hands  and  feet,  A  third  guard  whose  name  I  do  not  know 
then  turned  his  rifle  butt  up  and  thrust  the  bayonet  vertically  into  Heard's 
throat.  The  guards  then  proceeded  to  rake  acrors  Heard's  abdomen,  cutting 
it  to  bloody  ribbons,  These  v.crtTITie  came "guarefs  who  were  "present'  Ihrougft- 
out  the  entire  proceedings,  but  their  individual  names  I  do  not  know. 

At  this  point,  the  Japanese  doctor  Nurao  ermo  forward  end  gave  r-vt 
Heard  a  final  examination  and  then  Heard  was  covered  with  straw  rice  sack3 
end  a  Japanese  guard  was  posted  over  his  body  end  the  rest  of  the  Japanese 
ret ired. 

From  the  building  whero  we  had  been  hiding  while  we  watched  the  Japan¬ 
ese  putting  Pvt  Heard  to  death,  we  went  directly  to  our  barracks.  The  next 
morning,  all  Americans  were  forbidden  to  leave  their  quarters  or  to  look 
out  in  the  direction  of  the  previous  night's  execution,  I  managed  to  ob¬ 
serve  activity  through  e  knot  hole  in  the  door  of  our  barracks.  I  observed 
Japanese  medical  corpsmen  looking  cround  the  rice  seeks  that  had  covered 
Heard's  body.  The  body  was  no  longer  there.  The  Japcncse  were  kicking 
dirt  over  the  spot  whero  the  body  had  been.  After  they  had  completed  this 
action,  we  were  allowed  to  come  out  of  the  buildings. 

After  waiting  a  considerable  time  for  roll  cell  thrt  morning,  so  that 
wo  could  eat  our  breakfast  and  go  ebout  our  duties,  I  want  into  the  guard¬ 
house  to  inquire  when  we  could  have  roll  call  and  was  driven  out  by  tve 
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Japcneso  guards  who  were  drinkirv*  out  of  « 

to  be  drun!c,  T  was  told  u  Ut  °f  Q  nn<3  appeared  to  rnc 

be  no  morning  roll  cell,  °U  u°  nl50ut  our  work»  that  there  would 


of  Pvt^oah'c?  Heard^flthourh  n°thinc  Vcs  cvcr  ecid  ^bout  the  death 
but  whom  I  woid  recognLo^  cZTV'  ““  ***>  know, 

t^  «»*  Pvt  Heard  withl  bnyonelTn 


Further  deponent  e^eth  not: 


lh/.  John  lj.  Allen  let.  Lt.  A.n.a. 
JOHN  H.  ALLEN,  let,  Lt.  ADC 

0-890115 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tMr  oo+v,  a  -  ~ 
ct  Fort  Snell ing,  Minnesota.  3°th  dQy  °f  Decenl>cr  1945 


Jp/  Bonc.ld  N.  Davies 
RONALD  N.  DAVIES 
Major,  Inf.  0226763 


Post  Judge  Advocate 


A  true  copy: 


LsL — Lindsay  Tfllliirsor 

T  «  n.'  _ _  .  .  »•  •  •  «  « 


Lindsey  Willier^on,  Capt.,  JAGD 
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Jopeneso  guirda  who  were  drinking  out  of  q  bottle  nnd  cpnecred  to  me 

be  MO  ittorning  "£  8hou1'3  30  obo"t  our  work’  ttet  *bcro  rould 


of  Pvt  Nonh“o  i  +\i0lly  nothine  «cs  ever  sc.id  about  the  dcoth 

but  whom  Th  C*T?  d  clthou£h  one  3uerd,  whose  ncme  -Ido  not  know, 

S’  i  SffT1Z0  °n  £ieht»  botetcd  t0  nie  that  he  was  the  one 
*  first  stuck  Pvt  Heerd  with  c  boyonet  on  the  night  in  question. 


Further  deponent  s^ycth  not: 


Zg/.  John  tj.  Allen  1st.  Lt.  A.D.C. 
JOHN  H.  AUF.N.  1st,  Lt.  ADC 
0-890115 


Subscribed  end  sworn  to  before 
ct  Fort  Snell ing,  Minnesota. 


nxj  this  30th  day  of  Dccerher  1945 


/»/  Boneld  N,  Davies 
RONAID  N.  DAVIES 
Major,  Inf.  0226763 
Post  Judge  Advocotc 


A  true  copy: 


/s/  Lindcoy  7iillli_msori 
Lindsey  Willie-.£on,  Ccpt. ,  JIGD 
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C.KTIilCAjL 


May  ^ _ •  19^6 

I  CIRTII  :  that  the  ettechcd  document  is 

a  true,  copy  of  er.  affidavit  purjortinj  to  be  svorn  and 
cub  scribed  to  by  John  I..  AUc'i  let  Tt,  ,ADC.  r,-?90ll5_ 


at  St,  ra\!.lj_  j.  : -iii 

on  tho  'pth _ day  of 


r  -jcurbf.r  .  l%Ji  • 


I  Flitl-iLB  aRI’IFY  that  it  v;ae  copied  from  an 
original  i:,  :  y  custody  as  Chief  ,  Criminal  Registry  Divi¬ 
sion,  Lc;,ul  Section,  SG/»P ,  Tokyo,  Japan. 


/s/  Chrrlcs  1. .  Reinhard 
CH/RIES  /.  RLU^i/J® 

It.  Col • ,  F*  A« 

Chief  of  Criminal  Reentry 
Division,  Le^al  Section 
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